
12th Grade Summer Reading

AP Language and Composition

In June or July, read Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption by Laura
Hillenbrand (ISBN-13: 978-0812974492).

From the book jacket:

“In boyhood, Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent. As a teenager, he channeled his defiance into
running, discovering a prodigious talent that carried him to the Berlin Olympics. But when World War II
began, the athlete became an airman, embarking on a journey that led to a doomed flight on a May
afternoon in 1943. When his Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean, against all odds,
Zamperini survived, adrift on a floundering life raft. Ahead of starvation, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a
trial even greater. Driven to the limits of endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity;
suffering with hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph or tragedy,
would be suspended on the fraying wire of his will.”

Hillenbrand’s narrative has been made into a major motion picture. You are more than welcome to watch the
film after you finish reading the book, but know that the film will do little to replace the content of the narrative,
which is rich in historical detail and goes far beyond the time limits of the film. The film probably captures less
than 20% of the book and leaves out some of the most important elements, so do not be tempted to skip the
reading. It is worth your time–and you will need a strong understanding of the text for the first unit and writing
assignment.  We strongly encourage students to listen to the book as you read and mark the text, for a gifted
narrator can really enhance a reader’s understanding and enjoyment of this remarkable story.

Mark/highlight the text with the following in mind:

1. How does Louie manage to overcome the suffering he endures? What character and leadership traits
enable him to survive?

2. Pay attention to the themes of sacrifice, power, forgiveness, and revenge in Unbroken. Mark the text and
be ready to discuss passages that pertain to these themes.

_____

At the beginning of August, read Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer (ISBN-13:  978-0385486804).

Be prepared to express your personal opinion about Chris McCandless and his sojourn into the wilderness. When
discussing Into the Wild, people’s opinions of McCandless tend to fall in one of two directions; they usually see him
in one of two ways:
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o A Role Model: a person following his dreams, seeking to test himself with adversity and risk in order to
live fully, even if it means abandoning social conventions in an effort to seek truth and to discover the true
self that remains hidden under social constraints.  A person striving to stick to his deepest values and
convictions no matter the cost.

o A Fool: a person futilely questing for something meaningless or worthless. A person who is woefully
unprepared for a trip, who clings to misguided, self-righteous principles, losing friends and hurting himself
and his family in the process.

As you read the text, mark passages that would work to support either perspective. Be prepared to engage in
class discussions that will emphasize not only Chris McCandless’ worldview and the impact his life had on others
but also Jon Krakauer's attitude toward his subject. Keep in mind that the story is told in a non-linear,
investigative format. You will be on the trail with an investigative reporter trying to piece together what
happened to McCandless. It may be helpful for you to create a timeline of the journey in preparation for our class
discussions.

Krakauer’s book has also been made into a major motion picture, which I invite you to watch. But just as with
Unbroken, the film will not prepare you with the support you will need to hold your position. It is not detailed
enough. I highly recommend that if you choose to watch the films, you do so after having read the texts.


